Workshops on ‘Be Healthy’

Key topics for discussion: Emotional and mental wel Ibeing and teenage
pregnancy, and the links between these and improvin g educational achievement

Lead facilitator: Anne Goymer, Barnados

Attendees: Rebecca Cross (CYPS/PCT) Barbara Sherriff (UBHT); Susan Whitehead
(PCT); Anne Colghoun (PCT); Sarah Young (PCT); Teresa Anstee (PIPA); Beverley
Moss (CHILTutor); Sarah Wilkins (Bristol Patients Forum); Airlie Fife (CYPS); Richard
Weatherhead (PCT); Claudia McConnell (CYPS/PCT); Deborah Lee (PCT); Paul
Dielhenn (BAND Ltd); Jenny Bowker (PCT); Kate Sutor (PCT); Andrew Cox (ASDAN);
Katja Lawler (Fairbridge West); Aileen Davis (PCT); Natalie Field (PCT); Norman Host
(CYPS)

Key general discussion points:

Children’s mental health is everyone’s business

Support for attendance at school is everyone’s business

Support for attendance at health appointments

Huge links between teenage pregnancy and emotional and mental health and
wellbeing, and between education, attendance and achievement

Behaviour support and CAMHS feel very separated

Need to link programmes with other services and make services more
accessible to children and young people in school

Recent report from PCT aimed at Head Teachers supporting children and
young people with emotional health and wellbeing

There are specialist agencies, often voluntary, which Heads can access.
Therefore, important for them to have contacts.

Issue of a child/ young person presenting some issues but not far enough to
trigger referral criteria

Key issue is monitoring, sharing information systems and agencies knowing
each others’ roles and users knowing this

Links between education/exclusion/attendance and emotional and mental wellbeing:

School readiness
Parental engagement and parenting: anxieties, own experiences



Learning difficulties

Emotional, domestic abuse, young carers
Continuity of support

Transition points and geographical movement
Attendance at appointments e.g. transport issues

Links between education/exclusion/attendance and teenage conceptions:

Lack of aspiration

Feeling lack of control

Feeling not listened to

Not having multiple needs met in school

Non attendance

Teenage pregnancy being a way of breaking the chain

Ways forward: and priorities for action:

Early provision: sharing information and achieve early intervention and prevention
Support for attendance

Higher priority for transitions, especially for vulnerable children and young people and
families

Clear pathways to easily accessible services while children are in school and links with
multi-agency locality working

Clear parenting support strategy: — links to schools and for families and parents in special
circumstances e.g. young carers, those at risk of becoming pregnant; Children Looked
After; domestic abuse; disabilities and learning difficulties; drugs and alcohol abuse

How to improve the educational achievement of these children and young people

Workshops on “Staying Safe”
Key topics for discussion: Children with complex ne eds and Children Looked After
Lead facilitator: Nick Batchelar, Programme Director, Standards and Achievement, CYPS

Attendees: Nick Gurney (Chief Executive, BCC), Cllr. Brian Price (BCC), Mark Hamilton (BCC),
Justin Pointing (Bristol Youth Select Committee), Pat Ison (BCC), James Carpenter (VOSCUR),
Anne Marie Dodds (BCC), Stephen Hewitt (Hartcliffe and Withywood Partnership), Kate Oliver
(The Care Forum), Rachel Williams (BCC), Inspector Paul Cox (Avon & Somerset Police), Anne
Toliani (Care Forum), Angela Clarke (BCC), Kurt James(BCC), Tony Benjamin (Children’s Fund),
Karen McVean (Shelter), Farzana Aldridge (BCC), Mike Nicholson (BCC), Malcolm Broad
(ABLAZE)



Key general discussion points:

Better processes in schools to identify children at risk are needed

Early intervention, early alerts and communication with the right people at the right time
Schools need help in how to support Children Looked After

To exclude is often the easier option

Each child needs an identified “mentor” to help them through transition stages
Inconsistent approach across schools — need for better training of teachers and governors
More effective use of data to ensure better use of resources

Timing of issue of statements

Obsession with provision rather than outcomes

Need to build effective partnerships

Commissioning of provision needs to be sharper and more robust in order to get the best
service/provision

Family Support Services could be more proactive

How to improve educational achievement:

Emotional state of the child can be a barrier to progression
“Mentor” to help child through transition stages

Individual Personal Education Plans (PEPS) tailored to need
Consistency of school support

Early intervention

Ways forward: priorities for action:

Better and more effective use of data on these children and young people

Improved processes in schools for identifying children at risk

Stronger line on use of exclusion i.e. don’t exclude so many

Robust commissioning of services/provision for Children Looked After and those children
and young people with complex needs

Targeted training for teachers and governors for supporting those children



Workshops on: Economic Well-being

Key topics for discussion: Improving attendance at school and improving access to work
related learning for 14 — 19 year olds

Lead facilitator:  Keith Harrison (Connexions)

Attendees: John Temple (LSC), Kate Campion (BCC), Penny Germon (BCC) Regeneration,
Pauline Marson (BCC), Steve Morris (BCC), Matt Jacobs (BCC Regeneration), Julie Watts
(Hartcliffe & Withywood Venturers), Di Barnes (National College of School Leadership), Judy
Stradling (Vice Principal Curriculum & Students, City of Bristol College), Anthony Austin (NUT), Jo
Grant (Connexions) Rosemary Brown (Parent Carer), Paul Owens (BCC), Moyra Pascoe (LSC)

Key general discussion points:

Weak literacy at KS2 affects whole system and lifelong learning of child
Importance of communities, family and expectations to shape aspirations.
Lack of, or low, expectations of young people in Bristol — need to raise awareness of what
is achievable

Family learning to support confidence and self esteem

Lack of role models, especially for black males

The quality of work related learning needs to be improved.

EMA grant needs to be re-visited

Transport issues

Work experience needs re-thinking

More employer support needed.

Employer links to communities

Role models/mentoring

Community and family expectations influence aspirations

Literacy and numeracy as building blocks

Attendance:

Progress —
Healthy schools agenda
Improved awareness of issues

Barriers —
Medical appointments in school hours
Bullying
Fixed term exclusions
Casual exclusions
Parents keeping children off for whole week



14-19 Work Based Learning:

Progress —
Numbers, level, range improving year on year

Barriers —

Improve parents/young people’s understanding of qualifications and secure provision
across all levels (1 — 3).

Ways forward: priorities for action:

Work with families and communities

Employer engagement

Accessibility of and to provision

Sustainable provision for Not in Education, Employment or Training (NEET) group
Focus on literacy and numeracy at KS2



Workshops on: Making A Positive Contribution

Key topics for discussion: Exclusion/Behaviour

Lead facilitator:  Peter Clark (DfES)

Attendees: John Farquarson (BCC), Trevor Jones (VOSCUR), Elisabeth Gilpin (Headteacher, St
Mary Redcliffe), Mike Collins (Connexions), Jeanettte Viera (BCC), Adrian Quinn (BCC), Les
Compton (BCC), Justin Kyle Brooks (Parent Carer), Brigid Allen (BCC), Cathy Trueman (Hartcliffe
and Withywood Partnership), Jenny Wills (BCC), Rose Richards (BCC)

Key general discussion points:

Behaviour linked to self esteem and self confidence

Link to parental and peer behaviours

Schools don't feel empowered to draw on preventive work

Need to better understand reasons for exclusion and what difference it is making

Need to understand the alternatives to exclusion

What do thresholds tell us? At what point is an exclusion made?

Consistency in schools is required and being proportionate responses

Got to be attitudinal change with consistency

Need to focus on preventative/early intervention work

Curriculum should suit needs. Concerns about diluting curriculum need to be supported.
Ask students what they want and they will tell you! Need to bring the curriculum to life
Governors’ roles in addressing behaviour. Governing bodies need to ask more questions
with the support of School Improvement Partners (SIPs). Trends? Are there problems with
learning?

Use School Evaluation Framework (SEF) process to better address issues of behaviour
and exclusions

Low exclusions does not necessarily equate to no behavioural problems

Different approaches by professionals to child behaviour

Need for training for young people to get their voice heard in an acceptable way

Improve transitions between school phases — risk area

Quiality of alternative provision is important

Linkage beyond school e.g. Pupil Referral Units (PRUS), learning mentors in the community
Assessment needs to be swift and timely

Support for schools to develop solutions using partners e.g. Army Cadets



Ways forward: priorities for action:

Local authority referral systems and school systems working preventatively together
Area panels — link practitioners together to work on behaviours

Targeted interventions at an early stage to prevent behavioural problems further
developing

Appropriate curriculum and pastoral support in schools

Improved assessment and planning to address curriculum issues

Develop systems to manage needs

Robust commissioning of services to support behaviour

Identify relevant organisations and commission them to support the agenda

Clear accountabilities for prevention and management of behaviour and exclusions



