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Dear Colleague,	
Welcome to the September 2019 edition of our Public Involvement update from the Public Involvement Programme (PIP) at NICE. For more information about how we involve patients and the public in NICE’s work please visit our get involved page on the NICE website. 
If you would like information on all of NICE’s work, please subscribe to our newsletters and alerts. NICE is also on Twitter – for news and updates please follow @NICEComms. For messages specifically from the PIP follow us at @NICEGetInvolved.
Register as a stakeholder organisation for the specific topics of interest to you. NICE stakeholder registration.
If you have any comments about the content of this update or ideas about what you’d like to see in the next edition, please contact sally.taylor@nice.org.uk
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
[bookmark: _Hlk15039520]Fellows and Scholars programme recruiting

Our fellows and scholars programmes will be recruiting to their 2020 intake from Monday 2 September until Monday 28 October. We aim to award 10 fellowships and 10 scholarships each year.

NICE Fellows are experienced leaders from the field of health and social care who are our ambassadors at regional and national levels.
· Act as our UK-wide ambassadors for 3 years.
· Support and maintain the connection between NICE and health and social care experts.
· Engage with senior staff at NICE and in the health and social care sector.
· Help us improve and promote the quality of health and social care.
· Develop new ways of working in health and social care.

NICE Scholarships are one-year opportunities to find out about the inner workings of NICE. You'd undertake a supported improvement project, related to our guidance, within a local organisation, national charity or voluntary sector organisation.
· act as our ambassadors for 1 year
· undertake a supported improvement project within a local organisation
· support and maintain the connection between NICE and health and social care experts
· engage with senior staff at NICE and in the health and social care sector
· help us improve and promote the quality of health and social care
· develop new ways of working in health and social care.

To apply or for more information about either programme, please contact fandsapplication@nice.org.uk. 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Opportunities to get involved (click the header links)
NICE committees and working groups are made up of health, social care and other professionals and practitioners, patients, service users, carers and members of the public and technical experts. Current vacancies are listed on this page, all vacancies close at 5pm on the day of the deadline unless otherwise stated. This is a list of vacancies for patients, service users, carers and lay people.
[bookmark: _Hlk15464542]Current recruitments
· Mental wellbeing at work
Closes 5pm; 9 September 2019

· Reducing sexually transmitted infections
Closes 5pm; 17 September 2019

· Safe prescribing and withdrawal management of prescribed drugs associated with dependence and withdrawal
 Closes 5pm; 26 September 2019

Upcoming recruitments
· Secondary infection of common skin conditions including eczema
Opens: 18 September 2019

Newly Published Guidance (click the links) 
For the full list of last month’s guidance, please click here.

Ref
Title
Type
NG135
Alcohol interventions in secondary and further education
Guidelines
NG136
Hypertension in adults: diagnosis and management
Guidelines
QS188
Coexisting severe mental illness and substance misuse
Quality Standard

































Current consultations (Click the header links)
We are aware that sometimes our consultation deadlines mean that it isn’t possible for organisations to engage with their members as much as they might like.  To try and help with this, NICE has a database of milestone dates for its clinical guideline programme.  This means that you can see when consultations are scheduled in advance of the consultation starting.  You can also see all the topics you might be interested in registering as a stakeholder for.
Guideline     
· Mental wellbeing at work
Consultation end date 09 September 2019

· Impetigo: antimicrobial prescribing 
Consultation end date 11 September 2019 

· Colorectal cancer: diagnosis and management (update)
Consultation end date 13 September 2019 

· Carers: provision of support for adult carers
Consultation end date 13 September 2019 

· Reducing sexually transmitted infections
Consultation end date 18 September 2019 

· Fever in under 5s: assessment and initial management
Consultation end date 19 September 2019 

· Safe prescribing and withdrawal management of prescribed drugs associated with dependence and withdrawal
Consultation end date 26 September 2019 

Quality Standard
·  Intrapartum care: women with existing medical conditions or obstetric complications and their babies
Consultation end date 23 September 2019

· Cerebral palsy in adults
Consultation end date 30 September 2019

· Fetal alcohol spectrum disorder
Consultation end date 08 October 2019





































News (Click the header links)
· NICE to work with company on addressing issues in appraisals of cannabidiol for treating difficult to control epilepsies
NICE has today (23 August 2019) announced its intention to work with GW Pharma to address the issues highlighted by its independent appraisal committee in its evaluation of cannabidiol for treating 2 types of severe treatment-resistant epilepsy.

· New lung cancer treatment option approved by NICE
Another new life-extending treatment for some people with lung cancer is to be made available on the Cancer Drugs Fund (CDF) following its approval by NICE in draft guidance published today (8 August 2019).

· NICE draft guidance and NHS England review highlight need for more research on cannabis-based medicinal products
NICE has today (8 August 2019) published its draft recommendations on the use of cannabis-based medicinal products following a comprehensive evaluation of their clinical and cost-effectiveness

· NICE recommends additional treatment option for people with early breast cancer
NICE has today (7 August 2019) published draft guidance recommending neratinib as an additional treatment for some people with early hormone-receptor-positive, human epidermal growth factor receptor 2 (HER2)-positive breast cancer.

· Offer daily aspirin to those with inherited genetic condition to reduce the risk of colorectal cancer 
Aspirin taken daily for 2 years or more could reduce the risk of colorectal cancer in people with Lynch syndrome (LS), says NICE in new draft updated guidance.

· Unpaid carers need more support to cope with financial and emotional stress
NICE has published new draft guidance which aims to improve the wellbeing of adults who provide unpaid care for people over 16 years old.

· Sir Andrew Dillon to stand down as NICE chief executive
Chief executive has been at the helm of the institute since it was founded in April 1999

Patient preferences studies: How NICE aims to make use of them
Dr Jacoline Bouvy, Senior Scientific Adviser, talks about a growing area of interest for the Scientific Advice team at NICE
Patient preferences studies are surveys which ask patients to choose between different treatment options.
For example, people who have been living with a condition for a long time could have different preferences regarding the treatment options available, than people who are newly diagnosed.
These studies measure what type of treatment is more important to a patient group and could tell NICE the difference between specific treatment characteristics. Patient preferences is the term used to describe the data captured for both actual and hypothetical treatment attributes.
The Science Policy and Research team at NICE undertook a 2-year research project, funded by the patient charity Myeloma UK, to test various methods of surveying patient preferences.  
The aim of our project was to understand more about the way patient preference data can be collected and used in decisions about new medicines and treatments.
As we found out, a ‘discrete choice experiment’ could be very helpful to NICE in some situations. This method identifies, for example, the preferred choice when very different treatment options for the same condition exist - such as a choice between taking a drug or an operation; or a choice between taking a pill daily versus receiving an injection monthly.
The final scientific report linked to our research has been published on the Myeloma UK website.
In addition, we have piloted providing scientific advice for a patient preferences study. Organisations interested in performing similar studies can get in touch with the NICE Scientific Advice team for more information.
The patient viewpoint is essential to the work NICE does since people living with a condition can best speak about it. Patients and members of the public can choose to get involved with NICE in a number of ways.
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